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colleagues speculate that white-collar criminals adjust with greater ease because they under-
stand how bureaucracies operate, appreciate the importance of rules, and have the support 
of family. Other inmates do not necessarily enter prison with these advantages. Still, while 
the transition may be the same, in the words of white-collar criminal Alfred Porro, prison is 
a “hellish place” and sentencing lengths have increased because of major financial scandals 
(see Figure 12.4).

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS AND  
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

Classification systems are used to ensure staff and inmate safety. Prison administrators 
must accommodate a wide variety of offenders, including those who are violent, white-
collar criminals, pedophiles, and the mentally ill. Grouping or separating certain types 

Figure 12.4  n  Sentencing Guidelines for White-Collar Crimes
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Video 12.1: 
Torment of solitary  
confinement


